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PERSONAL INFORMATION 

• Male, born 14 August 1965 
Finnish citizen 

 
CURRENT POSITION 

• Professor of Regional Studies (University of Tampere), permanent position since 2001 

• Vice Director of the New Social Research programme, University of Tampere, since 2017 

• Vice-Director of the Centre of Excellence in Research on the Relational and Territorial Politics of Bordering, Identities 
and Transnationalization (RELATE), since 2014 

• Leader of the Space and Political Agency Research Group (SPARG), since 2013 
 
EDUCATION 

• Doctoral degree, University of Tampere (Thesis: Region, Knowledge and Power), 1994 

• Master’s degree, University of Tampere, 1990 
 
PREVIOUS WORK EXPERIENCE 

• Director, Institute for Advanced Social Research (University of Tampere) (12 months), 2009 

• Senior scientist, Institute for Social Research (University of Tampere) (12 months), 2007–2008 

• Senior scientist, Department of Regional Studies (University of Tampere) (12 months), 2005–2006 

• Senior research fellow, The Academy of Finland, Biosciences and Environment (29 months), 1998–2000 

• Professor of Human Geography (acting) Department of Geography (Univ. of Joensuu) (12 months), 1997–1998 

• Assistant professor in Human Geography, Department of Geography (Univ. of Joensuu) (19 months), 1996–1997 

• Postdoctoral researcher, Department of Geography (Univ. of Southern California, USA) (13 months), 1995–1996 

• Researcher (PhD student), Department of Regional Studies (University of Tampere) (35 months) 1990–1994 
 
MOST IMPORTANT VISITS ABROAD 

• Visiting scholar, Department of Geography University of Southern California, USA (total 13 months), 1995–1996 

• Visiting research fellow, Departament de Geografia, Universitat de Girona, Spain (total 3 months), 1999 

• Visiting senior scientist, Università degli Studi di Trieste, Italy (total 2 months), 2005 

• Visiting professor, Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona, Spain (total 1 month), 2018-19 
 
COMPETED FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR RESEARCH (TOTAL 3.576.840 EURO) 

• Academy of Finland, 2016, SRC, project “Beyond MALPE-coordination: integrative envisioning” (338.503 euro) 

• Academy of Finland, 2013, Centre of Excellence in Research on the Relational and Territorial Politics of Bordering, 
Identities and Transnationalization (RELATE) (PI for 877.991 euro, total budget 3.511.966 euro 1.1.2014 – 31.12.2019) 

• Academy of Finland, RCCS, 2012 “Early recognition in curbing the marginalization of children and youth” (359.336 euro) 

• Alfred Kordelin Foundation and the University of Tampere, 2012 Project “Subject, action and polis” (87.500 euro) 

• Academy of Finland, RCBE, 2009 Project “Preventing marginalization through place-based participation” (380.000 euro) 

• Academy of Finland, RCCS, 2009 Project “Spatial socialization in/to a compressing world” (500.000 euro) 

• Academy of Finland, RCBE, 2005 Project “Boundaries of trust: social capital in cross-border networks” (118.770 euro) 

• Academy of Finland, RCCS, 2003 Project “The constitution of social capital in place” (133.000 euro) 

• Academy of Finland, RCBE, 2003 Project “Globalization and the experience of place” (239.740 euro) 

• EU project HerPro, City of Tampere, 2003 Research project “Citizen’s Hervanta” (28.200 euro) 

• EU project HerPro, City of Tampere, 2001 Research project “Hervanta barometer” (26.000 euro) 

• Academy of Finland, Board, 1998 Project “Cross-border regional development in the New Europe” (270.000 euro) 

• Academy of Finland, RCEN, 1997 Project “Cross-border ethnic minorities in the New Europe” (110.700 euro) 

• Academy of Finland, RCS, 1996 Project “National identity and territory in Finland” (18.000 euro) 

• Academy of Finland, RCS, 1994 Project “Public sphere and the representation of space” (28.400 euro) 

• Academy of Finland, Central Committee, 1993 Project “Territoriality and its societal antagonisms” (60.700 euro) 
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KEY ACHIEVEMENTS IN POSTDOCTORAL TRAINING 

• The following persons working under my supervision as postdoctoral researchers have been successful in competition 
for the Academy of Finland research funding for Postdoctoral Researcher: Anna-Kaisa Kuusisto-Arponen 2004-06; Kirsi 
Pauliina Kallio 2009-11; Pia Bäcklund 2011-14; Hanna-Mari Ikonen 2011-14; Inka Kaakinen 2015-18; Elisa Pascucci 
2016-19; Derek Ruez 2018-21 

• The following persons have been successful in competition for the Academy of Finland research post for Academy 
Research Fellow: Kirsi Pauliina Kallio 2013-17; Anna-Kaisa Kuusisto-Arponen 2013-17, Mikko Joronen 2017-22 

• The following persons have been successful in competition for postdoctoral researcher posts at the University of 
Tampere: Mikko Joronen 2015-18; Elisa Pascucci 2016-17; Pia Bäcklund 2015-18; Zsuzsa Millei 2016-17 

 
SUPERVISOR OF COMPLETED DOCTORAL DISSERTATIONS (TOTAL 13) 

• I have supervised the following doctoral dissertations: Dr. Joni Virkkunen (University of Tampere, 2002); Dr. Anna-Kaisa 
Kuusisto-Arponen (University of Tampere, 2003); Dr. Inka Moring-Salovaara (University of Helsinki, 2004); Dr. Suvi 
Vilkko (University of Tampere, 2005); Dr. Sisko Telinkangas (University of Tampere, 2005); Dr. Kirsi Pauliina Kallio 
(University of Tampere, 2006); Dr. Pia Bäcklund  (University of Helsinki, 2007); Dr. Anne Tuhkunen (University of 
Tampere, 2007); Dr. Hanna-Mari Ikonen (University of Tampere, 2008); Dr. Timo Poutiainen (University of Tampere, 
2014); Dr. Kristiina Vihmalo (University of Tampere 2017); Dr. Elina Stenvall (University of Tampere 2018); Dr. Eeva 
Rinne (University of Tampere 2019) 

• Supervisor of ongoing doctoral studies at Tampere University (Sami Lind, Lotta Koistinen, Tuomas Lammi, Majed 
Abusalama), co-supervisor for Ye Shuai, Qinghai Normal University 

 
REVIEWER AND/OR OPPONENT OF DOCTORAL DISSERTATIONS (TOTAL 25) 

• University of Helsinki (Maaria Seppänen, Vivi Niemenmaa, Veli-Pekka Tynkkynen, Venla Bernelius, Maria Merisalo), 
1999-2016 

• University of Copenhaegen, Denmark (Henrik Gutzon Larsen), 2004 

• Helsinki University of Technology (Panu Lehtovuori, Kaarin Taipale), 2005-2009 

• University of Jyväskylä (Jarmo Mäkinen, Kaisu Kumpulainen), 2005-2012 

• University of Turku (Anne Virtanen, Sami Moisio, Toni Ahlqvist, Laura Leppänen), 1999-2011 

• University of Oulu (Jani Vuolteenaho, Regis Rouge, Eeva-Kaisa Prokkola, Jonne Hytönen), 2001-2019 

• University of Joensuu (Jaana Nevalainen, Mika Tonder, Samu Pehkonen), 2004-2009 

• University of Vaasa (Anita Salmi), 2003 

• University of Geneva, Switzerland (Christina Del Biaggio), 2013 

• Humboldt University of Berlin, Germany (Simone Schneider), 2014 

• University of Tartu, Estonia (Jaanus Veemaa), 2014 
 
SCIENTIFIC ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS AND AWARDS 

• Award for outstanding doctoral dissertation (Annual Prize of the University of Tampere), 1995 

• Invited Working Member, The Geographical Society of Finland, 1996–    

• Permanent Member, Academia Scientiarum Fennica – Finnish Academy of Science and Letters, 2005– 
 
SUPERVISOR OF MASTER’S THESES (TOTAL 113) 
 
ACADEMIC LEADERSHIP AND POSITIONS OF TRUST 

• Head of Department, Department of Regional Studies (University of Tampere), 2002–2005, 2006–2007 

• Vice Head of Department, Department of Regional Studies (University of Tampere), 2001–2002, 2005–2006 

• Head of Department, Department of Geography (University of Joensuu), 1997–1998 

• Director, Institute for Social Research (University of Tampere), 2009 

• Representative of Finland, Joint Committee of the Nordic Natural Science Research Councils (NOS-N), 2007–2009 

• Member and Chair International Geographical Union (IGU), Finnish National Committee, 2001– 

• Chair, Geography evaluation committee, Evaluation of Science and Research in Finland (SIGHT 2009), 2008–2009 

• Chair, Geography evaluation committee, Evaluation of Science and Research in Finland (SIGHT 2012), 2011–2012 

• Steering group Vice Chair, Research Programme on Power and Society in Finland (Academy of Finland), 2007–2010 

• Steering group Chair, Research Programme on the Future of Living (ASU-LIVE) (Academy of Finland), 2008–2012 

• Steering group Member, Research Programme on the Human Mind (MIND) (Academy of Finland), 2013–2016 
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• Steering group Member, Research Programme on World on the Move (University of Tampere), 2011– 

• Department council Chair, Department of Regional Studies (University of Tampere), 2002–2007 

• Faculty council member, Faculty of Economics and Administration (University of Tampere), 2002–2007 

• Steering Group Member for Post Graduate Studies, School of Management (University of Tampere) 2011– 

• Steering Group Member for Graduate Programme in Administrative Sciences (University of Tampere) 2012– 

• University Collegium Member (University of Tampere) 2010–2014 

• Leader of the Space and Political Agency Research Group (SPARG) (University of Tampere) since 2012 

• Head of the Degree Programme in Administrative Sciences (University of Tampere) since 2015 

• Chair of the Master’s Programme on The Politics of Environment and Regions (University of Tampere) since 2011 
 

EVALUATION EXPERTISE AND TASKS FOR FUNDING AGENCIES 

• Member, Research Council for Biosciences and Environment RCBE (The Academy of Finland), 2007–2009 

• Vice Chair, Research Council for Biosciences and Environment RCBE (The Academy of Finland), 2010–2012 

• Member, Subcommittee for Bilateral Funding Schemes (The Academy of Finland), 2007–2012 

• Vice Chair, Development Research Sub-committee (The Academy of Finland), 2007–2009 

• Chair, Development Research Sub-committee (The Academy of Finland), 2010–2012 

• Reviewer, The Lithuanian State Science and Studies Foundation , 2007 

• Reviewer, University of Oulu, Research and Innovation Services, 2007      

• Reviewer, Turku Institute for Advanced Studies (TIAS), 2008 

• Reviewer, University of Tampere Center for Advanced Studies (UTACAS), 2009 

• Reviewer, Slovenian Research Agency, 2009 

• Reviewer, European Commission, 7th Framework (FP7-SSH-2011-1), 2011 

• Reviewer, Research Council of Lithuania, 2013 

• Reviewer, European Commission, Horizon 2020, Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions Fellowships, 2015 

• Reviewer, Slovenian Research Agency, 2016 

• Reviewer, NORFACE research programme ‘Democratic governance in a turbulent age’, 2019 
 
EXPERT TASKS AND STATEMENTS IN FILLING ACADEMIC POSTS (TOTAL 25) 

• Kent State University, USA, Associate Professor of Geography, 1998 

• University of Turku, Professor of Geography, 2008 

• University of Minnesota, USA, GF/D.& N. Speer Visiting Professor, 2003 

• Royal Holloway, University of London, UK, Professor of Geography, 2005 

• University of Joensuu, Professor of Environmental Policy, 2007 

• University of Joensuu, Professor of Regional and Border Studies, 2007 

• University of Oulu, Professor of Cultural Geography, 2008 

• University of Turin, Italy, Visiting Professor, 2008 

• University of Oulu, Professor of Geography, 2010 

• University of Eastern Finland, Professor in Social Scientific Regional Studies, 2010 

• University of Eastern Finland, Professor of Social Geography and Resource Policy, 2011 

• University of Eastern Finland, Professor of Natural Resources Policy, 2013 

• University of Eastern Finland, Professor of Regional Studies, 2014 

• University of Hawaii at Manoa, USA, Associate Professor of Geography, 2011 

• University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, Professor of Human Geography, 2018 

• University of Helsinki, Adjunct Professor of Development Studies, 1999 

• University of Turku, Adjunct Professor of Economic Geography, 2003 

• University of Turku, Adjunct Professor of Planning Geography, 2004 

• Turku School of Economics and Business Administration, Adjunct Professor of Political Geography, 2005 

• University of Oulu, Adjunct Professor of Urban Planning, 2005 

• University of Joensuu, Adjunct Professor of Regional Planning, 2007 

• University of Joensuu, Adjunct Professor of Natural Resources Policy, 2009 

• University of Eastern Finland, Adjunct Professor of Geography, 2014 

• University of Helsinki, Adjunct Professor of Environmental Planning, 2010 

• University of Oulu, Adjunct Professor of Urban Planning, 2011 



 

4/4 

 

4 

 
EDITORIAL EXPERIENCE 

• Editorial board member, Progress in Human Geography, 2004–, Canadian Geographer, 2002–2006, Political 
Geography, 2008–, National Identities 2008–, The Open Geography Journal, 2007–2015, Nordisk Samhällsgeografisk 
Tidskrift, 2002–2006, The Open Political Science Journal, 2007–2015, Terra  [Journal of the Finnish Geographical 
Society], 1998–, Social Sciences, 2018– 

• Editor-in-chief, Alue ja Ympäristö [Region and Environment], 1997–2000 

• Chair of the board, Tampere University Press, 2001–2007 

• Referee for journals Antipode, Geografiska Annaler, Progress in Human Geography, Annals of the Association of 
American Geographers, Journal of Baltic Studies, International Journal of Urban and Regional Research, Polar 
Geography, Geojournal, Geopolitics, Political Geography, National Identities, Canadian Geographer, Documents 
d’Anàlisi Geogràfica, Security Dialogue, Area, European Journal of Cultural Studies, Tourism Studies, Geographical 
Review, Environment and Planning D: Society & Space, Tijdschrift voor Economische en Sociale Geografie, The Open 
Political Science Journal, Children’s Geographies, Environment and Planning A, Dialogues in Human Geography, 
Annals of the American Association of Geographers; Fennia, Terra, Alue ja Ympäristö, Yhdyskuntasuunnittelu, 
Tiedotustutkimus, Politiikka   (> 100 manuscripts) 1996–  

• Referee for book manuscripts for publishers: Routledge, Blackwell, Ashgate, Gaudeamus, Vastapaino, 2000– 
 
PRESENTATIONS AT DOMESTIC AND INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES (TOTAL MORE THAN 200) 
 
INVITED TALKS AT INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES AND SCIENTIFIC MEETINGS 

• Invited Presentation “Mapping the visible society” The Finnish Institute in London, UK, 11.10.1997. 

• Invited Keynote Lecture “What's critical in critical geopolitics?” Seminar Maktens romlige dimensjon, Oslo, Norway, 
05.06.2000. 

• Invited Lecture “Where is the region? A prospect for Actor Network Theory in regional analysis” Eurogeo seminar I, 
Venice, Italy, 18.09.2002. 

• Invited Guest Lecture “Boundaries in Theory” Koli Border Forum, Koli Lieksa, 18.5.2003. 

• Invited Lecture “Finns in the European Union – Who is the ‘Other’?” Eurogeo Seminar III, Barcelona, Spain 11.06.2004. 

• Invited Keynote Lecture “Who is the Finn? Globalization and Identity in Finland” VII Finn Forum Conference, University 
of Minnesota, Minneapolis, U.S.A., 28.10.2004. 

• Invited Presentation “The Geopolitics of Vision: Maps in the Construction of Finland” VII Finn Forum Conference, 
University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, U.S.A., 29.10.2004. 

• Invited Keynote Lecture “The City as a Society” The Annual Meeting of Finnish Geographers, University of Helsinki, 
21.11.2006. 

• Invited Presentation “Re-Placing Trust” International Workshop on the Spatialization of Social Capital, International 
Institute Jacques Maritain, Trieste, Italy, 20.12.2006. 

• Invited Keynote Lecture “Boundaries of Trust in Cross-Border Cooperation” Conference Borderless Europe? University 
of Southern Denmark, Sønderborg, Denmark, 01.10.2010 

• Invited Talk “The subject of citizenship?” in seminar The Dilemmas of Civil Society: Civil, Civic or Contested? 25-
27.3.2015, Emmanuel College, University of Cambridge 

• Invited Keynote Lecture “The City as a Vanishing Point for the Countryside” Rural Studies Days, University of Helsinki, 
Ruralia Institute, Mikkeli 30.08.2018. 

 
SUMMARY 

• Award for outstanding doctoral dissertation (Annual Prize of the University of Tampere), 1995 

• Postdoctoral training in Department of Geography, University of Southern California, USA, 1995–1996 

• Full Professor of Regional Studies (University of Tampere) since 2001 

• Competed financial support for research (total 3.576.840 euro) 

• Editorial board membership in 8 international journals 

• Vice Director of the New Social Research programme, University of Tampere, since 2017 

• Vice-Director of the CoE in Research on the Relational and Territorial Politics of Bordering, Identities and 
Transnationalization (RELATE) (2014-2019) 

• In June 2020 total 186 scientific publications of which 86 in refereed journals and edited volumes 

• H-index 31, total citations 3024 (Harzing’s analytics, Google Scholar data, 04 June 2020)  


