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5. Research Plan (subheadings 5.1-5.6, max. 3 pages)
All the instruction texts below with red font can be removed from the submitted plan.
Purpose of the research plan is to convince a researcher, who is generally knowledgeable but not an expert in your specific area that your research project is well planned and realistic to complete with available resources and that you are the right person to implement it.
5.1 Summary 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK4][bookmark: OLE_LINK5]In layman terms, what is the problem that you are going to solve in your thesis and why is this important (for the society)? What are the novel aspects of your work in relation to prior work in the field and what are the key methods you plan to use?
[bookmark: Text33]     
5.2 Background 
Describe state of the art in your field of research. What are the open questions and what is known? What is the added value of our work to scientific community? Mention the possible prior work in research environment that your project builds on.
     
5.3 Aims 
State the main hypothesis or research question of your thesis. Itemized list of the specific aims on how you will address this research question in your thesis work. 
     
5.4 Material and methods 
Describe the key materials and methods you plan to use and how these enable you to address your research questions. How does your study design enable addressing your aims. What are the controls in your experiments. Focus on novel aspects in your approach. E.g. are there new methods that you plan to establish and what are the novel aspects of your research setting.
     
5.5 Implementation 
[bookmark: _Hlk62812360]Implementation plan and timetable of your research work with breakdown of Aims into tasks. Present this in the form of a gantt chart reflecting the complete timeline of your PhD project (i.e. typically four years or whatever is the planned and currently realized duration). Publication plan including the status of each publication and its link to the thesis aims. Risks and alternative strategies.
Describe support from research environment and collaborations. Mention planned research visits.
     
5.6 Impact 
Describe the impact and significance of the proposed work.
     
6 Key references
List the used references (max. 10)
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