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Agreement on a thesis commissioned by an external organisation

1. Parties to this Agreement
Commissioning organisation:
	Name of the organisation:
Business ID:
Address:    
Thesis supervisor’s name:
Email address:
Phone number:
 
Deputy supervisor’s name
Deputy supervisor’s email address
Deputy supervisor’s phone number

☐ The contact person within the external organisation also serves as the thesis supervisor. 
Contact person’s name
Contact person’s email address
Contact person’s phone number


Student:	Student’s name 
Personal identity number
Email address
Phone number
Address
Bank details



2. Description and schedule of the thesis project 	
		Description of the thesis project
	
		Thesis topic: 
		Approved at Tampere University ☐
	
		Name of thesis supervisor at Tampere University: 
		No co-supervisor ☐
		
		Name of possible co-supervisor at Tampere University: 

		Schedule of the thesis project

Start date: 	
Estimated completion date: 
Reports submitted to the commissioning organisation (schedule and content):

The research plan for the thesis is appended to this Agreement (Appendix 1). 

This Agreement shall enter into force upon signature by both parties.

3. Compensation, payment terms, and payment schedule
☐ As compensation for the work, the organisation that commissions the thesis project shall pay the student a fee of €XXX.
This fee shall be paid in full on the commissioning organisation’s next possible pay date after this organisation and Tampere University have approved the completed thesis.
☐ The student shall complete the thesis project while being employed by the commissioning organisation. Standard employment terms and conditions shall apply. 
The thesis must be completed by the date identified in Section 2 of this Agreement, unless an extension of the schedule is separately agreed with the commissioning organisation.
☐ The parties have signed a separate agreement regarding the compensation for the thesis project.

4. Confidential information

*The thesis supervisor and their employer are not parties to this Agreement and are bound by confidentiality obligations mandated by current legislation. 
The student is obligated to maintain in strict confidence, both for the duration of this Agreement and thereafter, any information that they become aware of regarding the finances, operations, product development or products of the commissioning organisation, any other company within the [NAME] group or their principals, customers or collaboration partners. Information that the commissioning organisation has brought into the public domain is not considered confidential. 
Any information provided by the parties for the purpose of conducting the thesis project or in relation to the project that is not publicly available shall be treated as confidential. Confidential information must be managed with special care. The disclosure of confidential information to unauthorised parties must be prevented. 
The student is obligated to keep any trade or business secrets provided by the commissioning organisation strictly confidential**. The commissioning organisation is responsible for clearly identifying any confidential information provided to the student as confidential.
*Under this clause, the student is permitted to share the commissioning organisation’s confidential information with the designated thesis supervisor at Tampere University, as identified in the research plan, to the extent necessary for the thesis project.
**If the student employs artificial intelligence (AI) during the thesis project, the student must ensure that the commissioning organisation’s confidential information is not shared with the AI.
The publication of the thesis and content restrictions are discussed in Chapter 7 titled “Publications”. 
5. Limitation of liability
The parties to this Agreement shall not be liable for any indirect or consequential damages. Liability for direct damages shall be limited to the total fee paid by the commissioning organisation to the student. The student agrees to exercise due care and diligence while conducting the thesis project and to avoid any intentional violations of intellectual property rights. However, the student shall not be held liable for any infringement of third-party intellectual property rights related to the thesis results. Limitations of liability shall not apply if the damage is caused by gross negligence or intentional misconduct.
6. Intellectual property rights
If background material belonging to a third party (such as Tampere University) is required for conducting the thesis project, the use of such material must be agreed upon in writing with this third party. 
The commissioning organisation shall own the results of the thesis project (such as inventions, utility models, models), except for the copyright of the thesis, which is retained by the student. The commissioning organisation must be promptly informed of any inventions conceived during the thesis project. The ownership of these inventions shall be transferred to the commissioning organisation in exchange for compensation, as separately agreed upon by the parties.
7. Publications
A thesis is a public document. 
The thesis referred to in this Agreement is submitted as the final project for a degree, and any thesis that is examined and graded must not contain any confidential information. The student is entitled to deposit an electronic copy of the thesis in the University’s repository. 
The commissioning organisation may request that the thesis be processed without revealing the organisation’s name or any identifying information.
The commissioning organisation has the right to approve the publication of the thesis or provide feedback on necessary changes within 14 days after the final version of the thesis has been submitted.
If the commissioning organisation does not provide comments or approve the thesis within this deadline, the student is entitled to publish the thesis in a way that prevents the identification of the commissioning organisation.
☐ The commissioning organisation requests that the thesis be published in a manner that prevents the identification of the organisation.
8. Termination
If the student violates the terms of this Agreement or the thesis project is delayed by more than two (2) months for reasons not constituting a force majeure event, and the delay has not been separately agreed upon in writing by the parties in advance, the commissioning organisation may terminate this Agreement by providing written notice to the student and the thesis supervisor at Tampere University. 
The student may terminate this Agreement if the commissioning organisation violates the terms of this Agreement or if the payment of fees under this Agreement is delayed by more than one (1) month. Notwithstanding such termination, the student shall retain the right to complete the thesis.
9. Applicable law and number of copies
This Agreement shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of Finland. This Agreement is executed in two original signed copies.






10.  Signatures and names in block letters

Place and date ___. ___. ______	
Signatory on behalf of the commissioning organisation: _____________________
Name in block letters:  ___________________________

Place and date ___. ___. ______	
Student: ___________________________
Name in block letters: ___________________________

Document shared with:
Thesis supervisor at Tampere University ___________________________
APPENDICES: 1. Research plan
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